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Ali Rizvi, @ social worker at Hm&m School, urgunrud » Wak tor E!d Gm\u'bulul\eﬂ in tho Wast End. Leading the Walk and holding the banner wers the parents of 11-ysar—old,
Domonic Davis, who was playing outside when he was shot last year, Froio by

Walk to end gun v1olence was
committed to making streets safer

By Al Rizvi
Social Worker

Hundreds of
Cincinnatans gathered in
the West End community
of Cincinnati on April
6 for a walk, town hall
and concert in honor
of Dominic Davis, an
11-year-old shot and

kalled in the West End,
and in support of several
children and a parent who
were also injured in the
shooting.

Organizers said, “We
are walking n honor
of all of those affected
by the plague of gun
violence. The event began
with a walk through

the West End and was
followed by a town hall
and communiry dialogue
event, providing an
opporiunity for city
leaders, community
leaders_and residents
1o engage in open
discussicns about creating
impactful change.
Speakers and panelists

who panticipated in the
Town Hallwere Lsaac
Davis, Councilmeniber
Anna Albi. Viee Mayor
Jan-Michelke Lemon
Keamey, Michelle
Mueller of Moms
Demand Action, 1.5,
Rep. Greg Landsman,
West End Conununity
Council Presidnt Chris

Griffin, West End
Community

Council Vice President
Moah O"Brien. Mayor
Aftab Purcval Kicked off
the Walk

Performers for the
Concert for Peace were
Tnibe, TV Showez,
Deuces 11 and loeal
worship singers and

choirs,

At the Concert for
Pesce, local nonprofits
and commumity
organizations sct up
tables to offer resources
and suppert to students
and their families.

They incladed Aninal
Companien Counseling,
Cincinnati Symphony
Orchestra, ROMAC and
House of Joy,

See page B1 for more
photos from the event

Baseball Hall of Fame to honor Hank
Aaron with statue unveiling; U.S. Postal
Service to issue commemorative stamp

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senicr
National Correspondent

Fifty yesrs ago, the sports
world warched in awe
as Hank Aaron shattered
bascball's most ballowed
ecord, ing hi:

Jm Rilay. 10, of Silverton adjusts his safe direct solar

ing glasses as he views the solar eclipsa on the after-
noono{Apﬂ & while siting in fiont of The Public Library
Branch

in Deer Park , wh

ere an echp:

38 viewing party was

Rl o smel "My frst time watching an ecipse was

ana

favorite part was when it

experience. got
dark and the temperature dropped.” Photo by Dan Yount

Millions in Ohio, North
America awed by total

solar eclipse phenom

By Stacy M Brown America after a seven-

NNPA Newswire year hiatus, captivating
‘millions of skywatchers

“The cagerly anticipated ‘on Monday, With its grand

celestial spectack of a entramce at the Mexican

total solar eclipse finally
descended upon North

Solar Eclipse. Provided

‘beachside resort town
of Mazatlan, the cclipse

regions
of the continent. Eclipse
enthusiasts congregated at
mumnerous vantage pomts
along the path, which
spanned from Mexico's
Pacific Const throagh

See ECLIPSE on page A7

place as one of the pame’s
greatest legends. To
celebrate the anniversary of
it historic moment. the
National Baschall Hall of
Fame and Museum plans to
immortalize Aarons legacy
with a menwmental tribute,
I conjunction with the
opening cvents ©r the

Aarcn,” at the Atlanta
History Center, Hall of
Fame Chairman of the
Board Jane Forbes Clark
anmounced plans to wnveil
abroaze statue of Aarcn at
e Martional Baseball Hall
of Fame in Cooperstown
on May 23. The statue
Tonors Aaron's iemarkable
contributions both on and
offthe field.

“Hank Anron's impact
transcended e game of
baseball,” Clark stated, “His
philanthropy, advocacy for
youth empowerment, and
trailblazing achisvements
a5 an executive have left
an mdelible mark on
society. We are privileged

Hank Aaron

fo safeguard his legacy and
arc honored to noveil this
statue 15 a lasting mbute 1o
an American hero.”

Elected to the Hall of
Famein 1982 aftera 23-
year carcer with the Braves
and Brewers, Aaron’s
legarcy cateunts far beyoud
his montumental 715th
career home run, which
swrpassed Babe Ruth's
record on Apnil 8. 1974 A
25-time All-Star, Aaron still
Iolds records for the most
career RIBIs and toral bases,

Just how good was Aaron?
Evenif all his 755 carcer
Iome runs were removed
from the record books, be
would still boast over 3,000
Lits. The shugger, who diel
in 2021, made the All-Stac
tenan 25 times, established
arecord with 2,297 RBIs,

Suwl ul'H-nryﬁaon wun |Mmu:n. Wisconsin,

1,477 extra-base hits, and
6,536 total bascs.

Officials displayed Aaren's
Hall of Fame plague during
a Truist Park ceramony
before this week's Atlanta
Braves game against the
New York Mets. The
statue’s creaticn was made
possible through a generous
gift from supporters Jane
and Bob Crotty, withihe
guidance and approval of
Aaron’s widow, Billye. The
stanue will delat during
the Hall of Fame Classic
celebration over Mensorial
Day Weekend. coineiding

with the May 25 Legends
game fearuring numerous
former big leagmers at
Cooperstown s Doubleday
Field.
“Henry would be a5
thrilled as I am to see
his statue at the National
Baseball Hall of Fame,”
scd Billye Aaron.
“His lifie embodied hope
and perseverance, inspiring
generations (o puesue their
dreams despite obstacles.
‘This tribute is a testament
to his bove for the game and
i desire fo inspire young
See AARON on page A2

Leticia Callista, «<An Examination of the Legacy of Italy’s Slavery Era in Cuba»
The Cincinnati Herald (Cincinnati), April 13 -19, 2024, p. 6



Book launch of Boggiano Heirs

An examination of the legacy

of Italy’s slavery era in Cuba

By Leticia Callista
<leticia(@ curzonpr.com>

Cristiano Berti’s new
book, Boggiano Heirs,
tells the stories of the
Boggianos, a group of
enslaved people owned
by Antonio Boggiano, a
wealthy Italian merchant
residing in Cuba in the
early 19th century, whose
surname was imposed upon
many enslaved people
and transmitted to their
descendants up to this day.

In the early 19th century,
slavery was widespread in
Cuba. Racism was also a
rampant issue as the Cuban
society was divided into
classifications according
10 one’s proximity to
‘Whiteness, defining a
woman of mixed African
and European descent
as a mulata, of mixed
Indigenous American and
European descent as a
mestiza, of mixed White
and mulata descent as a
tercerona, a descendent of
mixed White and tercerona
descent a cuarterona and so
on in the numerous possible
combinations.

By the time Antonio
Boggiano arrived in Cuba,
it was fairly easy for him
to amass enough money to
purchase a coffee plantation
near the city of Trinidad —
in an area named San José
de los Puriales — along with
slaves who were forced to
exert labor to cultivate it.

The enslaved people
endured poor living
conditions and harsh
treatment, particularly
those who worked in
sugar plantations. Poor
sanitary conditions,

scarcity of medicines and
overcrowding made the
enslaved people more
vulnerable to epidemics.
Due to the hardships

the enslaved faced, their
lifespan was cut short —
those in sugar plantations
had a lifespan that averaged
around 10 years, while
those in coffee plantations
had a comparatively higher
lifespan.

Those who attempted to
flee. known as cimarrones,
were often captured and
returned to slavery after
being subjected to terrible
punishments. According
to customary law, the only
reliable way to freedom was
through its purchase. As
few had the means to do so,
many had their fates sealed
as slaves. Fortunately, some
of Boggiano’s slaves did
precisely this: They bought
their own freedom.

‘While the Cuban
Boggianos of this era
carry Antonio Boggiano’s
surname, they do not
directly descend from his
lineage. Instead. the book
explores other possibilities,
such as the customary
practices in Spanish
colonies that baptized
enslaved people under the
surname of their enslaver.

Today, the only tangible
relic of Antonio Boggianos
many businesses and
properties is a white
marble altar found in
Santisima Trinidad’s
Church. However, the
author emphasizes that
the marble altar is not
particularly interesting
compared to the immaterial
legacy constituted by the
transmission of his surname

Images show Cristiano Berti speaking to some of the inter-
viewees for his book about slavery in Cuba. Photos by Piero
Ottaviano

that can be found among
many Afro-Cubans to this
day.

The result of five years
of research, Cristiano
Berti’s “Boggiano Heirs”
is primarily an artist’s
book but takes the form
of a historical essay. His
recent projects involve the
publication of an artist’s
book, along with works
created using the typical
mediums of contemporary
art.

The book closes with a
conversation with American
art critic and author Seph
Rodney on art and the
representation and memory
of slavery:

“You tumed toward the
mystery of the Boggianos
to see what they could
tell you about the wider
developments within the
Caribbean. I think its
valuable that you have
uncovered a hushed history
of entrepreneurship, travel,
exploitation, enslavement,
aspiration, intermixing of
cultures and ethnicities, and
laborious self-possession.”

Boggiano Heirs is

distributed in the U.S.
by IDEA Books and
produced thanks to the
support of the Ttalian
Council’s programme for
the international promotion
of Italian art, under the
General Directorate for
Contemporary Creativity of
the Ministry of Culture.

Cristiano Berti (Turin,
1967) is a visual artist who
mainly works with the
mediums of photography,
video and installation.
Using an array of sources,
Berti weaves together the
stories of Boggiano and
the people he owned as
slaves. Uniting everything
is the surname Boggiano,
imposed on the slaves and
still widespread in the Afro-
Cuban community.

The book uses the
mystery of the Boggianos
to understand wider

developments within the
Caribbean, uncovering
a hushed history of
enfrepreneurship, travel,
exploitation, enslavement,
aspiration and intermixing
of cultures and ethnicities.
The book is part of a
larger project titled Futile
Cycles: Boggiano, which
include two other works
developed by Berti: a wall
installation depicting two
large family trees, in which
the people born in Africa
stand at the apex, branching
out through marriages that
took place in the first half
of the 19th century, and
a video in which some
stories collected by the
author in the area where
Antonio Boggiano’s
coffee plantation once
stood intersect with the
conversation a family of
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Afro-Cuban Boggianos.

The result of five years of
research, Boggiano Heirs is
primarily an artist’s book,
but takes the form of a
historical essay.

Berti found the inspiration
for Boggiano Heirs from
the research conducted on
Gaggini, which led him to
discover the existence of
Antonio Boggiano, who
was an intermediary in the
commission to the sculptor
of two fountains for the city
of Havana.

Due to its historical and
artistic relevance at an
intemational level, the book
won the support of the
Italian Council programme
operated by the Ttalian
Contemporary Creativity
Directorate General of the
Ministry of Culture.



